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TO OUR READERS. 
When a new publication issues its first number 
to the world, and solicits the favourable consi- 
deration of those into whose hands it may chance 
to fall, its readers have a right to expect some 
information as to its character and objects, as 
well as the means by which it proposes to carry 
those objects into effect. This expectation is 
most fair and reasonable; and as it is our anxious 
desire to conciliate the good wishes of all impar- 
tial and intelligent men, we proceed to state a 
few of the motives which have led to this publi- 
cation, and to the choice of the title under which 
we appear. 

And, in the first place, it is necessary to warn 
our readers that we propose to ourselves a more 
important task than merely to amuse the listless 
portion of the public, or to while away an idle hour. 
In the present condition of our native land— de- 



pressed, impoverished, distracted by a variety of 
evils — it would argue a cold and heartless in- 
difference to its true and permanent welfare, if, 
possessing, as we believe we do, the means and 
the capability of being useful, we were to devote 
our own time, and that of our readers, to the 
gratification of idle curiosity. A story is told of 
a certain philosopher, in ancient times, who, de- 
spising the opinions of his neighbours, adopted the 
whimsical idea of living in a tub. On one occa- 
sion, when the city in which he resided was be- 
sieged by a foreign enemy, this eccentric indivi- 
dual commenced, one morning, to roll his tub up 
and down the market-place ; and, on being asked 
his motive for this singular conduct, he replied, 
that he did not wish to be idle when every one 
around him was busy in resisting the enemy, but 
that he could find nothing better to do. 

Now, we do not wish to imitate the example 
of this useless member of society, or to roll our 
tub after his fashion. We believe that we can be 
more beneficially employed, in endeavouring to 
arouse our countrymen from the state of lethargy 
and ignorance in which too many of them are 
plunged, and to apply the talents and abilities 
with which God has endowed them, in the noblest 
of all pursuits — the search for truth. It is use- 
less to attempt to disguise the fact, that Ireland 
has long been neglected by those whose duty and 
whose interest it was to have improved the minds 
and developed the intellects of her quick-witted 
and intelligent sons. Every foreign and English 
traveller who visits our shores is struck by the 
sharpness of mind and ready apprehension which 
prevail, even among the humblest peasantry. 
They cannot conceal their astonishment that a 
people so highly gifted by Providence, and en- 
dowed with such mental resources, should yet 
be sunk so low in the scale of civilization, and 
exhibit such lamentable proofs of ignorance and 
error. 

It is foreign to our purpose to dwell long on 
this melancholy state of things, or on the causes 
which have contributed to make our island a 
proverb and a by-word among the nations of 
Europe. It is plain that if the natural instruc- 
tors of the people — those in whom their faith 
and confidence were reposed — had exerted them- 
selves as they should have done, even during 
the past half century, we should now witness 
the fruits of such exertions in the increasing 
spread of knowledge and industry, of peace and 
harmony and good-will. But they allowed each 
generation to grow up in the same unenlightened 
prejudices in which their forefathers lived. 
While the world around them was advancing in 
light and knowledge, Ireland was doomed to 
behold her children arrayed in bitter hostility 
against each other — wasting, in angry and acri- 
monious strife, those faculties and energies 
which, if rightly directed, would have com- 
manded respect abroad, and diffused comfort and 
happiness at home. 

In what way, then, is this evil to be remedied ? 
If mutual distrust and ill-will prevail so exten- 
sively among us — if contentious wrangling, 
especially upon religious differences, has so long 



been the curse and bane of Ireland, how shall 
we commence our efforts for the cure of these 
fatal disorders ? Now, on this point, the advice 
which we see frequently put forward, both in 
Parliament and in the newspapers, is as follows : 
" Eeligion is an affair between each man's con- 
science and God : why, then, need you give your- 
self any trouble about your neighbour's creed ? 
Is it not better to let each individual choose his 
own religion for himself, without any intrusion 
from others? If all parties in Ireland were 
content to act in this manner, and put religious 
differences out of sight altogether, the country 
would be at peace, and we should hear no more 
of these controversial disputes, which distract 
men's minds, and prevent them from attending 
to the more pressing and urgent business of their 
farms, shops, or other callings." 

Now, however well-meant this advice may be, 
we believe that it is utterly false and delusive. 
We are convinced, that it is impossible to adopt 
it, if we would : and that we ought not to adopt 
it, even if we could. Let us put out of sight 
for a moment, what is going on in the Continent 
and America, and confine our view to the state of 
England and Ireland ; and then ask any man of 
common sense, whether, in the present state of 
men's minds, religion can be thus quietly- 
thrust into the back ground, as if it were of 
no importance whatever ? It is a notorious fact, 
that a convulsive movement of religious opinion 
is in progress, such as these countries have not 
witnessed for three hundred years. It does not 
exist merely in one locality, nor is it confined to 
a particular class of men ; on the contrary, it has 
spread, like an electric current, to the remotest 
corners of the empire, and has pervaded all ranks 
of society. The premier duke of England in his 
ancestral castle, the learned professor in the 
time-honoured University of Oxford, the pea- 
sant in the lonely wilds of Connemara and 
Kerry, have alike felt its influence, and bent be- 
neath its power. There is scarcely a newspaper 
published which does not contain some new fact 
or other bearing upon this all-important question. 
We are daily informed that some fresh indivi- 
duals, few or many, as the case may be, have re- 
linquished their old religious belief — that a Ro- 
mau Catholic has become a Protestant, or a Pro- 
testant has become a Roman Catholic. It is 
manifestly impossible, therefore, to compel men 
to be neutral on the question of religion. We 
might as well attempt to stop the tide when it is 
sweeping across the broad Atlantic, and dashing 
against our shores, as to check the agitation of 
religious opinion which is going on around us. 
The circumstances of the time are entirely 
beyond our control — we must adapt our conduct 
to the position in which we find ourselves placed. 
Whether we will or no, men's minds are now oc- 
cupied upon the question of religion, with an 
earnestness and intensity which is altogether 
unparalleled. We may, if we will, exert our- 
selves to guide their judgment aright, and supply 
them with help, to arrive at the knowledge of the 
truth ; but it is worse than useless to endeavour 
to divert them from the task. 
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But, in the next place, we feel that it would be 
wrong for us to dissuade men from earnest reli- 
gious inquiry, even were it in our power. It 
would only be a narrow and selfish mind which 
could deliberately profess entire indifference 
whether others thought rightly or wrongly on 
the subject of religion. If a man were in a ship 
in a storm, and were to say to himself — Provided 
I can get safe to shore, I care not whether all 
my fellow-passengers are swallowed up in the 
ocean — would not such a man be shunned, as a 
cold, heartless wretch ? And is eternal happi- 
ness of less value than preservation from tempo- 
ral danger? Can any one who has experienced 
in his own mind the consoling influence of well- 
grounded trust and confidence in God, remain 
indifferent while he sees those around him still 
exposed to all the evils of doubt and uncertainty 
—tossed back and forwards between conflicting 
opinions — unable to believe one religion — un- 
willing to adopt another ? Will he not rather 
be anxious, in a kindly and Christian spirit, to 
remove these doubts, so far as he can, and direct 
the inquirer to the true source of light and 
knowledge — to those Holy Scriptures which are 
given by inspiration of God, and which are 
able to make men wise unto salvation ? 

It is in this spirit, and with these feelings, that 
we commence the following pages, which we in- 
tend shall be mainly (though not exclusively) 
devoted to the consideration of some of the pro- 
minent religious questions on which the opinions 
of our countrymen are now so much divided. 
It is our hope, with God's blessing, to bring to- 
gether facts and arguments taken from the best 
and most trustworthy authorities ; and to com- 
ment on them in a spirit of fairness and candour. 
We shall gladly open our columns to communi- 
cations from all quarters, which we may conceive 
it useful or desirable that the public should be 
made acquainted with, provided they be written 
in a Christian spirit, and free from everything 
savouring of bitterness or angry feeling ; for it is 
our firm determination that our paper shall con- 
tain nothing, at which even the prejudices of 
those who do not agree with us, can justly take 
offence. We see no reason why religious dis- 
cussions cannot be carried on in a kindly spirit 
of mutual regard. We are persuaded that there 
are many good and estimable men, arrayed at 
opposite sides, in the great struggle which is 
going on around us. Frail men will always be 
prone to think differently ; but that is no argu- 
ment why each party should not exert the reason 
which God has given him in the search for 
truth. On the contrary, it is rather an addi- 
tional motive for each person to endeavour to 
satisfy his own mind, that the views which he 
himself holds, or professes to hold, are the true 
ones. When opinions are diametrically opposite, 
it is clear that only one party can be right ; and 
it is then of vital consequence that a man should 
not only be persuaded himself of the truth, but 
be able to give a reason for his belief. But there 
are other points of minor importance, on which 
men may lawfully differ. And there is one be- 
neficial result which is sure to follow from calm 
and sober discussion, that each party will at least 
know what opinions his opponent really enter- 
tains, and will not attribute to him errors which 
possibly never crossed his mind. There are se- 
veral doctrines of the utmost importance in re- 
ligion, which all sincere Koman Catholics and 
Protestants hold in common. These may with 
truth be called Catholic* {i.e., universal) opinions, 

(*) Anciently, in the fourth century, all believers 
in the doctrine of the Trinity were entitled to the 
name of Catholic. (Vide Cod. Just. lib. I. tit. 1.)— 
"llane legem (i. e., qui secundum Apostolicam discirdi- 
nam Evangelicamque doctriunm, Patris et Filii et 
Spiritus Sancti unam deitatcm sub pari majestate et sub 
pia Trifiitate credunt) sequentcs, Christianorum Catho- 
Hcorum nomen jubemus amplecti." "We orderthatall 
who follow this rule (.that is, who believe in the Deity 



being such as every believer in Divine revelation 
has held, since the time of our Lord and his apostles, 
and whereby Christians are now distinguished 
from Turks or Hindoos. Thus, even where men 
do not agree in convincing their opponents, each 
party will be more likely to appreciate the other's 
motives, and perceive the strength of the argu- 
ments on which he relies ; and instead of setting 
him down as a blind, unreasoning bigot, he will 
concede to him the same liberty and freedom of 
judgment which he claims for himself. 

But it may be said — Why not leave religious 
discussions to the clergy, whose duty and profes- 
sion it is to examine into these matters? Questions 
of laware decided by the lawyers and judges; doc- 
tors and medical men are alone competent to de- 
cide upon the nature of diseases : why, then, should 
laymen trouble their heads with controversial 
theology ? Admitting that there may be some truth 
in these analogies, we beg leave to differ from the 
conclusion which they are brought forward to sup- 
port. If a man believed himself to be heir to a 
property, common curiosity, to say the least, 
would induce him to take some pains to examine 
into the validity of his title ; and, so far as his 
circumstances permitted, he would naturally like 
to know all the facts, and at least the principal 
authorities which might be brought forward in 
support of his claim. If one lawyer said he was 
the rightful heir, and another lawyer was of an 
opposite opinion, he would seek to know what 
their reasons were, and why it was that they 
differed ; and he would, therefore, lose no op- 
portunity of acquiring the requisite information. 
Again, if a man was sick, and heard two doctors 
disputing by his bedside, as to the nature of his dis- 
ease and the best mode of treatment to be used, 
a due regard to his own health, and anxiety for 
a speedy recovery, would prompt him to ask 
them some reasons for their different opinions ; 
and he would not be satisfied with bare, naked 
assertions on either side. There are, doubtless, 
a great many subjects on which we must trust 
to the opinion of others : but every sensible and 
prudent man will like to know, for his own 
sake, whom he is to trust, and why. And his 
inquiries will be more anxiously made, in propor- 
tion to the importance of the matter about which 
he is engaged. If a merchant embarks all his 
property in any speculation; or, if a farmer devotes 
all the savings of his life to the purchase of a 
farm in the Incumbered Estates' Court, both 
parties will make very sharp inquiries before 
their minds are finally made up : they will en- 
deavour to satisfy their own minds, that they are 
acting like wise and sensible men; and they 
will not take a leap in the dark, because Mr. A. 
or Mr. B. orders them to do so. And, surely, 
where the important interests of the soul are 
concerned — when eternal happiness is at stake, 
men ought, at least, to show the same anxiety 
which they do about their temporal concerns. If, 
indeed, all the clergy, and all the doctors, and all 
the lawyers, were of one way of thinking, and 
agreed about everything relating to their respec- 
tive callings, the whole question would be set- 
tled at once, and it would be useless for plain, 
unlettered persons to attempt to differ from 
them. But further, there is an additional reason 
which should induce Catholic laymen to satisfy 
their own minds upon religious points, that 
many of the clergy who claim the right of con- 
trolling their opinions, have shown a manifest 

of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in their co-equal 
majesty and triune Godhead, according to apostolic 
teaching and Gospel doctrine), shall adopt the name of 
Catholic Christians." And the language of the Atbana- 
sian creed (which is one of the authorized formularies of 
the Church of Home) is equally clear and explicit — 
" This is the Catholic faith, that we worship one God 
in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity." If the voice of an- 
tiquity, therefore, is to be heard, Koman Catholics can- 
not reasonably deny the title of Catholic tj all who 
are sincere believers in the doctrine of the Trinity. 



reluctance to give any help or assistance to 
their flocks ; and we believe that this reluctance 
arises from a very obvious cause — viz., that, 
whether from lack of learning, or ability, they 
are unable to solve the doubts and difficulties of 
those who have recourse to their advice. We 
cannot help doubting the fact, that all Irish priests 
are themselves thoroughly educated in the higher 
departments of either religious knowledge or theo- 
logical learning; and we suspect that their lack 
of argument is not unfrequently the cause of 
some of them so freely resorting to the curse and 
the blow. The anathema is, after all, a very 
sorry argument, and a mode rather of silencing 
than convincing those who entertain doubts to be 
removed or difficulties to be solved. In a free 
country, where the cry of "religious liberty" has 
become as familiar as a household word, it is in 
vain to shut one's eyes to the impossibility of 
confining educated and intelligent men within 
the narrow limits of priestly authority. Such, 
vassalage may have suited an age when the mas- 
ses of the laity could not read, and were necessa- 
rily at the command of those whose superior learn- 
ing placed them on vantage ground. Far be it from 
us to diminish the legitimate influence of such 
superior qualities. We shall ever be anx- 
ious to do honour to any body of men whose lives 
and arguments do honour to their profession, even 
when we may, on what we think sound reasoning, 
differ from them in belief, or fail to be convinced 
by their reasons or authorities ; but against the 
tyranny, the selfishness, the covetousness of 
ignorant men, we shall fearlessly protest and 
struggle, even though they affect to be armed with 
power from the Vatican, and are actually armed 
with the power of the rabble. We must, and 
will, strive to assert the freedom of the Irish 
laity from a galling yoke, which neither we nor 
our forefathers have been able to bear. We will 
not bow our heads under that yoke, nor fail to 
encourage others to assert their mutual indepen- 
dence of the mere priesthood or its assumptions. 
Difficult may be our path, but we shall not strug- 
gle alone, nor fail in securing the sympathy of 
all who have smarted and suffered under priestly 
thraldom. The right of educated men to study 
the Holy Scriptures, the fathers of the church, 
the decrees of the councils or ecclesiastical 
history, can no more be denied than their right 
to acquire secular learning. If the laity may 
read them, the laity must strive to understand 
them. We venture to think — and hope to be able 
to show practical and substantial proofs — that 
they can succeed in understanding them. If we 
go wrong, let those more learned correct us, 
whether clergy or laymen. We shall ever be 
open to correction or just reproof, but shall ex- 
pect the same candour and fair play which we 
intend and undertake to accord to others. We 
hope, too, to conduct our pages like gentlemen 
as well as Catholic laymen. Whatever reaches 
us, written with such objects and in such tem- 
per, we shall gladly aid in circulating from 
whatever quarter it may come ; but mere polemic 
strife, or vulgar declamation, or personal scur- 
rility, will find no favour, and, we hope, no ex- 
ample, in our pages. 



WHAT IS TRUTH? 
" What is truth ?" said jesting Pilate, and would not 
stay for a reply. The great Lord Bacon wrote an essay 
upon this text, which goes far to prove that the love of 
truth is as rare a distinction as it is a happy and a glo- 
rious one. 

Had it been otherwise, and Adam had not sinned, 
possibly mankind had not needed that a Divine Re- 
deemer should have come into the world to bear witness 
unto the truth. 

" To this end," said Christ to Pilate, " was I born ; 
and for this cause came I into the world, that I should 
bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the 
truth heareth my voice." — John xviii. 37- 

"Pilate said unto him, What is truth? and when 



